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This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 



1. 



Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. 



Claims Nos.: 53-130 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically; 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3. | | Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1 . I ~] As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
J 1 searchable claims 



2. 1 | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. 1 | As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
I 1 covers only those claims lor which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. | | No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | [ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

! | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box II. 2 
Claims Nos. : 53-130 



In view of the large number and also the wording of the claims presently 
on file, which render it difficult, if not impossible, to determine the 
matter for which protection is sought, the present application fails to 
comply with the clarity and conciseness requirements of Article 6 PCT 
(see also Rule 6.1(a) PCT) to such an extent that a meaningful search is 
impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those 
parts of the application which do appear to be clear (and concise), 
namely claims 1 to 52 (relating to the first apparatus and first method 
claims) 



The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

No n -establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 

FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the (PEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1b/s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA220. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA£20. 
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D-80298 Munich 
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Authorized Officer 

Morrish, S 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 



1 . M The following document has not been furnished: 

13 copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43&/S.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bisA and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43bisA and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

■ 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 

Kl claims Nos. 53-130 



□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

El no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 53-130 

□ the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 



□ the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

IS See separate sheet for further details 



because: 



□ 



does not comply with the standard 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43d/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 2,5-14,17-30,37-52 

No: Claims 1,3,4,15,16,31-36 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 2,5-9,25-30 

No: Claims 10-14,17-24,31-36,37-52 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-52 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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III Non-establishment of Opinion 



International application No. 
PCT/G B2004/002329 



The present application contains 130 claims, of which 19 are independent. There is no 
clear distinction between the independent claims because of overlapping scope. There 
are so many claims, and they are drafted in such a way that the claims as a whole are 
not in compliance with the provisions of clarity and conciseness (Article 6 PCT), as it is 
particularly burdensome for a skilled person to establish the subject-matter for which 
protection is sought. The non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to such an 
extent that a meaningful search of the whole claimed subject-matter could not be 
carried out (Article 17(2) PCT and PCT Guidelines 9.30). 

However, in order that the applicant gains a reasonable idea of the background art 
available, the subject-matter of claims 1 to 52 (relating to two apparatus and one 
method claim) has been searched, and according to the provisions of the PCT, these 
searched claims will be the subject of a detailed examination. 



V Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

V-1 Claims 1 to 14 

The document D1 : US-A-4 874 008 discloses (see in particular figures 2 and 3 and 
columns 2 and 3) a diverter assembly (62) [for a manifold of a an oil or gas well] 
comprising: 

a housing (42) having an internal passage (58,60), whereby the diverter assembly 
is adapted to connect to a branch of a manifold (48,50). 

Therefore the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Although D1 as well as D2: WO 02/38912 and D3: US-A-3 593 808 disclose diverter 
systems that can be attached to the main production bore of the manifold, there is no 
hint in any of these documents that the diverter is adapted to be located in a wing 
branch bore. Therefore the subject-matter of claim 2 is new and inventive with respect 
to the corresponding requirements of the PCT. 
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However, as the subject-matter of claims 3 and 4 is disclosed in D1 , said claims are 
also not new. 

Although D2 discloses the use of an insert in the main production bore of a well, none 
of the available prior art appears to disclose the subject-matter of claims 5 to 9 
whereby an axial insert (for a wing branch bore) is provided and therefore said claims 
meet the requirements of the PCT with respect. to novelty and inventive step. 

D2 discloses the subject-matter of claims 10 to 14 and said claims do not meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to inventive step. 

V-2 Claims 15 to 30 

D1 is also considered to be the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 15 (see 
the argument given above for claim 1) and therefore said claim is not new. 

The diverter system in D1 also discloses the subject-matter of claim 16, and in 
combination with D2, the subject-matter of claims 17 to 24. Therefore said claims are 
not new and/or inventive. However, the subject-matter of claims 25 to 30 is not hinted 
at in any of the documents of the prior art and therefore the subject-matter of said 
claims meets the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

V-3 Claims 31 to 52 

D1 is also considered the closest prior art to the subject-matter of method claim 31, 
and although said document discloses a method of diverting fluids whereby a diverter 
assembly is connected to a branch of a manifold, it is unclear, in the light of the 
preceding apparatus claims whether this is a manifold branch as shown by the manifold 
assembly of D1 , figure 2 (valve modules 1 2) or the wing branch bore of claim 2 of the 
current application. It is possible to see from Figure 2 of D1 that the diverter assembly 
comprises a housing (42) having an internal passage (58,60), whereby the fluids are 
diverted through the housing, but not whereby the diverter assembly is adapted to be 
located within a bore in a wing branch. This lack of clarity notwithstanding, and 
assuming the former interpretation of the claim, the subject-matter of claim 31 is 
therefore not new and does not meet the corresponding requirements of the PCT with 
respect to novelty. 
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The subject-matter of claims 32 to 36 is disclosed by D1 and said claims also do not 
meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty. 

In addition, the subject-matter of claims 37 to 52 is anticipated entirely by the 
disclosure made in D2. 
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